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FROM OUR INTERIM RECTOR
Dear Members of Christ Church,

| am so glad to be here as your interim rector. On the
drive up from my home in Raleigh, NC, to our
farmhouse outside Hallstead, PA, I had a lot of time
to think about this new beginning.

Having served a number of congregations as the
interim, 1 am very aware that there is no one size fits
all approach to this t
Actually, I have never had much luck with anything
that was one size fits all! We are unique as
individuals and as congregations, and it is this

uni queness that most r
forward to learning about the ways Christ Church
has been unique in your life, and discovering with
you where God is calling you to go. As this becomes
clearer, the search for a new rector will be tailor-
made!

As you know, my position is % time, which is about
30 hours a week. After 30+ years in ministry, | know
that ministry cannot be contained by a schedule!
When there is a need for your pastor to be present,
please let me know so that | can be there. I am
planning to be in the office on Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday each week. Drop in, or if you
definitely want some ¢
up an appointment. | look forward to being your
pastor and priest.

“Binghamton’s Oldest Church”
Founded in 1810

Now for the burning question: what should you call
me? One answer |’ ve al
anything, but don’t ca
being called Pastor Janet by those who like a title,
and those who are young folks. But | also like being
called by my Christian name and will happily answer
to that.

A new beginning is a sacred time, | have found. I
pray that our brief time in ministry together will be
one that honors what God has done here, is open to

wh at and

the future.

God is doing,

Faithfully, Pastor Janet
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Mass on the Grass

What a great idea! When Susan and Marcia told
me about this, | was thrilled with this new way of
celebrating the Eucharist! This is a great service to
invite friends and neighbors to. Our summer
schedule begins oude 25, with Mass on the
Grass at 5 and continues on Sunday, June 26,
one service at 9 a.m.

Easter Season Concludes
and Pentecost Begins!

Sunday after the Ascension, Pentecost, and
Trinity Sunday take us to the conclusion of the
Easter season and into the season of Pentecost,
which lasts until the First Sunday of Advent,
November 27. Sure hope everyone likes green,
because we’ || be seei

June 5: Jesus bids farewell to his disciples and
assures them they will inspired after his departure.
June 12: The Holy Spirit comes to the disciples
and they become evangelists.

June 18: The fullness of God is revealed in a
Trinity of relationships.

Don 6t amnut of it!
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LISTEN UP

U Vestry Members: Marcia Trevarthan, Susan
MacLennan, George Herrick, Janine Savage,
Shirley Simeck, Ted Vaughn, Carol Doherty,
Barbara Stanton, Teresa Steflik, Mary Lou
Cherinko, Don Gould, Bucky Helmer, Richard
Olshefski, and Sharon Schubert. Shea
Szachara is our new clerk.

U We raised $393.25 for NetforLife from the
Lenten collection.

---NEWS FROM THE PEWS---

CHOW T Items Needed: instant potatoes, 1 Ib.
bags/boxes of rice, pancake mix/syrup, cookies,
spaghetti sauce, cereal, juice, canned tuna/chicken,
canned beans, instant milk. Items should be left in
the cart in the vestibule (for security reasons), and
will be brought forward to be blessed on CHOW
Sundays. Brown paper grocery bags can be brought
in and left on the counter in the Great Hall. Any
questions contact Phyllis Russell. For monetary
donations, if writing a check or placing money in an
envel ope, pl ease make
As always, we are so very grateful for the generosity
shown for those less fortunate than ourselves. We
simply could not keep this ministry gowghout
your time, donations, bottles andrea
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St. Fiacre's Gardening Guild will be resuming
their work on the landscaping of the grounds this
summer and would like to add two more Colorado
Spruce trees and 6 more Viburnum bushes to
complete the garden along the Metro Center side of
the church property. The cost of the trees is $100
each and the cost of the bushes is $44 each. If you
would like to contribute any amount toward the
cost of this project please see Sue Sarzynski or
Barbara Stanton. The 2 spruce trees and the four
Viburnums that we planted last summer are doing
very well and as they grow they will greatly
enhance the beauty of our property.

FYI: The Rev. Joell Szachara may be
reached at revjoell@szachara.com or
revjoell@gmail.com St. Stephen's
Church, 25 Oxford Rd., New Hartford,

NY 13413

FROM THE EDITOR

This prayer came to me as one of those @pass-
it-onBe-mails. Itd a beautifully insightful
prayer, full of heart-felt longings,
thanksgivings, and awe. May you be blessed
in its reading .

Dear Lord, I thank you for this day. | thank
You for my being able to see and to hear this
morning. I'm blessed because You are a
forgiving God and an understanding God. You
have done so much for me and You keep on
blessing me. Forgive me this day for
everything | have done, said or thought that
was not pleasing to you. | ask now for Your
forgiveness.

Please keep me safe from all danger and
harm. Help me to start this day with a new
attitude and plenty of gratitude. Let me
make the best of each day to clear my mind
so that | can hear from You.

Let me not whine and whimper over things
I have no control over. Let me continue to
see sin through God's eyes and acknowledge
it as evil. And when | sin, let me repent,
and confess with my mouth my wrongdoing,
and receive the forgiveness of God.

And when this world closes in on me, let
me remember Jesus' example -- to slip
away and find a quiet place to pray. It's the
best response when I'm pushed beyond my
limits. | know that when | can't pray, You
listen to my heart. Continue to use me to
do Your will.
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Continue to bless me that | may be a
blessing to others. Keep me strong that |
may help the weak. Keep me uplifted that |
may have words of encouragement for
others.

| pray for those who are lost and can't find
their way. | pray for those who are
misjudged and misunderstood. | pray for
those who don't know You intimately. | pray
for those who will delete this without
sharing it with others. | pray for those who
don't believe. But | thank you that | believe.

| pray for all my sisters and brothers. For
every family member in their households. |
pray for peace, love and joy in their homes
that they are out of debt and all their
needs are met.

| pray that every eye that reads this knows
there is no problem, circumstance, or
situation greater than God. Every battle is
in Your hands for You to fight. | pray that
these words be received into the hearts of
every eye that sees them and every mouth
that confesses them willingly..

This is my prayer.
In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.
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DEACON DOROTHY
IN NEW DELHI

At the beginning of Lent, | had the opportunity
to travel to New Delhi, India through an
organization called Cross Cultural Solutions to
serve as a volunteer
day boarding school for underprivileged
children. This scho
(which means Wisdon) is an initiative of the
Earth Saviours Foundation, an NGO (non-
governmental organization) which has rescued
large numbers of homeless, abandoned children
from begging, often totally unprotected,
throughout the streets of New Delhi. The
children are given a safe environment at
Agamaya to learn, to change their lives, and to
become prepared for a better future. | spent
three weeks with one of three groups of children
at the school teaching them English, Math,
songs, games, and other learning activities. The
children I worked with were ages 8-10; they
often had their toddler brothers and sisters sitting
at their little desks alongside them in their care.

There are countless things | could write about
this amazing experience! | had to learn some
Hindi language before I traveled to this
assignment in New Delhi, India. | learned a
great deal more while there with the teachers and
children and through my own daily Hindi lessons
in the late afternoons when I finished my work
each day.
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The school was made up of several dirt floor,
tarp-covered shelters with very few supplies and
materials for teaching. The children did have
small makeshift desks to share with each other,
stubby pencils, and spiral notebooks for copying
lessons onto pages that were also torn out to make
into cones for their morning breakfast meals of
beans or rice. There was no bathroom, no fresh
water for drinking and washing of hands, and
limited first-aid supplies. In addition to these
challenges, there was also frequent use of
corporal punishment, something which | spoke up
against in defense of the children, only to be told
by the director of the program that Americans are
“too soft” in discipl

One of the most difficult things was not being
able to donate anything other than my own self,
my own presence, and my own teaching skills for
the chil dr en’ dsideofthigwasi
that | was forced to be very creative and
resourceful with the few materials available and
to work closely with the teachers and director.
We shared a great deal of singing, playing games,
dancing —as well as hugging and smiling. The
children were so loving and sweet. They called
me “ DoeMa’'tahny” and chas

play area at the start and end of each school day.

I smuggled in some hand wipes, fresh water,
band-aids, and Neosporin for their cuts and
scrapes until the line of children with daily
“booboos” irritated 1
the need to reprimand me!
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India is a country of profound paradox and
mystery. With a multitude of challenges for the
traveler from another country and culture, there are
also abundant offerings of beauty, love, kindness,
and generous hospitality. | had gone to India six
years ago. | went again this March to serve as a
volunteer, but very often found myself to be
ministered to in amazing measures. The children,
the teachers, the staff from Agamya and Cross
Cultural Solutions, as well as persons | met on the
busy streets of the city of New Delhi, greeted me
warmly as a welcomed guest. | returned home
clothed in a new love, gifted by the experience, but
most importantly, by the gracious, precious people
I encountered there. | missed Andy, | was happy to
come home, yet | dream of going back some day.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

JUNE JUNE JULY
BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES BIRTHDAYS
Aappy
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o 2 ; 2\
6-13 - Julian Lake 6-19 - Tim & Tina Sinicki 7-2 - Susan Olshefski
6-13 - Ashley Sinicki 6-21 - Liz & Jim Davidson 7-2 - Chris Keesler
6-13 - Hannie Brundage | 6-29 - Sue & Ed Sarzynski 7-3 - Michelle Feyerabend
6-16 - Pauline Sherba 6-29 - Frances & David DeSantis | 7-3 - Janine Savage
6-17 - Kevin Alford 7-6 - David Chipper
6-17 - John Knudson 7-6 - Zach Manchester
6-20 - Agnes Bederka 7-7 - London Eaves
6-21 - Rose Ackerman 7-7 - Denise Cook
6-23 - Dav_id Lee JULY 7-11 - Connie Cowan
6-24 - Chris Sarrge ANNIVERSARIES 7-11 - Rob Johnson, Jr.
6-25 - Erin Rosenzweig 7-14 - Tom Rizzuto
6-27 - Doreen Almy 7-14 - Larry Baxter
6-27 - Pam Fahs & aﬂ/“/ 7-16 - Barb Knoth
6-27 - Hawa Francis 7-16 - Bill Hartman
6-28 - Emma Reilly %mwe-waﬂy 7-16 - Andrew Lynch
6-30 - Mary Porteus 3 7-16 - Glenn Taylor
6-30 - Dora Kundra 7-18 - Mary Lou Cherinko
7-18 - Marcia Trevarthan
7-19 - Shana MacLennan
7-2 - Paul & Marian Towers 7-21 - Theresa Tews-Chellis
7-4 - Jerry & Diana Roberts 7-21 - Terry Tews-Chellis
7-13 - George & Linda Herrick 7-22 - Amalia Hill
7-17 - Jim & Candy Hamm 7-23 - Evan Lippolis
7-20 - Rosie & Bill Hartman 7-25 - Ed Budnikas
7-21 - Rob & Diani Johnson 7-25 - Cassie Manchester
7-25 - Dwight & Pat Jemison 7-25 - Gina Babcock
7-27 - Phillip & Bonnie Zulick 7-26 - Alicia MacLennan
7-31 - George & Lisa Spencer 7-26 - Mary Olshefski
7-26 - Evelyn Wheeler
7-26 - Teresa Arington
7-29 - Adam Savage

7-31 - Brent Olshefski
7-31 - Betty Stevens
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